THE MISSION:
\) FRESHWATER To preserve and restore
TRUST freshwater ecosystems

About The Freshwater Trust

The Freshwater Trust (TFT) is a fast-growing nonprofit organization
and a national leader in data-driven watershed restoration and
freshwater resource management. Headquartered in Oregon with
offices throughout the West, TFT has pioneered analytics-driven
conservation, implementing scalable solutions that deliver measurable
environmental and economic benefits. TFT’s approach combines
cutting-edge analytics with deep ecological expertise to identify and
fund the most impactful projects, maximizing the return on every
conservation dollar invested.

By partnering with farmers, municipalities, utilities, and government
agencies, TFT is transforming how water resources are managed across
the United States. With clients ranging from Microsoft to the City of
Sacramento to Idaho Power Company, TFT’s technical consulting arm
is already positioned to deploy $1B on the ground by 2030 with its
innovative approach.

Facts

+ Founded in 2009, The Freshwater Trust resulted from the merger
of Oregon Trout (founded in 1983) and Oregon Water Trust (founded
in 1993).

+  Winner of the U.S. Water Prize in 2013 in recognition of the
nation’s first repeatable water quality trading framework between
municipalities and landowners undertaking quantified restoration
in targeted areas.

« Using data-driven insights, TFT optimizes resources to deliver the
most cost-effective and impactful results, accelerating progress in
irrigation modernization, water management, river restoration, and
ecosystem health.

«  TFT’s work has primarily focused on the Western United States,
including California, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.
TFT’s scalable solutions and innovative technologies can benefit
river basins and agricultural communities across the nation.

« TFT collaborates with a broad network of public and private
partners to efficiently generate the most impactful and timely
results.

« In 2025, TFT incorporated a wholly-owned subsidiary (Irrigation
Incentives, LLC) to streamline how irrigation modernization is
implemented at a basin scale.
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Partners & Services

TFT works directly with municipalities, utilities, agencies, and
landowners to offer collaborative solutions and services that maximize
conservation investments for improving water quality, restoring river
ecosystems, and water supply optimization.

Services include:

«  Whole-watershed Analytics for Agricultural & Conservation Planning
+  Streamlining Project Management

 Irrigation Modernization

+ Regulatory Compliance & Water Quality Trading Programs

«  Strategic Water Resource Planning

+ Watershed & Habitat Planning & Restoration

Innovations

« StreamBank® Toolkit (Patented in 2011) - A suite of tools used
for assessing watersheds, prioritizing restoration actions, and
monitoring benefits over time. Components include:

« BasinScout®: Integrated diagnostics that assess large
landscapes and watersheds to estimate environmental uplift
and prioritize restoration sites.

« StreamBank Administrative Toolkit: A program management
tool that allows for efficient implementation and tracking of
large-scale watershed programs.

« StreamBank Monitoring Application: A field data collection
app for long-term analysis and reporting.

+  “QUANTIFIED: Redefining Conservation for the Next Economy”
(2015) - Written by CEO Joe Whitworth and published by Island
Press, this book documents the “quantified conservation” approach
used by The Freshwater Trust.
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PROJECT LOCATIONS

TFT’s portfolio of work spans the
Western U.S., from on-the-ground

river restoration projects to

irrigation upgrades for farmers to
planting trees. TFT operates in these
river basins:

Colorado River
Columbia River
Cosumnes River
Deschutes River
McKenzie River
Puget Sound
Rogue River
Sacramento River
San Joaquin River
Sandy River
Snake River

Willamette River
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